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FROM THE CLERGY  

So this month we come to the end of 

the Easter Season and move into the 

Season of Trinity, otherwise known as 

'Ordinary Time', but not without first 

celebrating Pentecost (4 June) and 

Trinity Sunday (11 June). 

At Pentecost the power of God came 

and transformed the fearful group of 

disciples into confident and outspoken 

Christians, who, within a matter of 

years, were willing to be martyred for 

their faith. 

One cannot overestimate what the 

Holy Spirit accomplished through the 

first disciples at Pentecost and in the 

days, months and years that followed. 

Jesus had said that his followers would 

do even greater things than he'd done 

and this was possible, due to the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. The gift of the Spirit, 

which like the manna in the desert for 

the Israelites, was a daily gift to be 

received. A gift from God to enable 

God's people to be and do what was 

needed and was good in God's eyes. 

How we all need to receive the daily 

gift of the Holy Spirit to enable us to 

Canon Mandy Dean Jerry Canon Paul Director of Operations 

Amanda 

be God's people! And as we pray seek 

wisdom in voting in the General 

Election and wisdom in how we use 

our time and energy; our gifts and  

our talents. 

It is no coincidence that on the same 

day as we celebrate Pentecost we also 

celebrate our service within the 

Christian Community - our 

volunteering. The God who gives us 

His Spirit also calls us all to play our 

part within the Christian Community 

as well as in our other networks of 

family, friends and community.  To give, 

as well as to receive.  A healthy and 

flourishing Christian Community is 

one where everyone is enabled to 

contribute and also to be supported, 

and to receive from others, as needed. 

 If you belong to the Cathedral and 

want to contribute more of your time 

and your skills, please speak to either 

myself or Canon Mandy, or either of 

the Churchwardens - Alex McLelland 

or Maggie Peel. 

Paul Maybury 

Canon Precentor 
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General Election 2017  

Faith has a central role to play in 

politics and this general election, 

the Archbishops of Canterbury 

and York say today.  

In a pastoral letter to the parishes and 

chaplaincies of the Church of England, 

Archbishops Justin Welby and John 

Sentamu urge people to set aside 

"apathy and cynicism" and draw new 

inspiration from the ancient Christian 

virtues of "love, trust and hope". 

The three-page letter encourages 

voters to remember Britain's 

Christian history and heritage as well 

as concern for future generations and 

creation as they make their decisions. 

Following divisions of recent years, it 

calls for reconciliation drawing on 

shared British values based on 

cohesion, courage and stability. 

It upholds marriage, family and 

households as the building blocks of 

society which should be "nurtured 

and supported" as a "blessing". 

At a time when political differences 

may be felt more intensely than ever, 

the Archbishops insist that Christians' 

"first obligation" during the election is 

to pray for those standing for office 

and recognise the personal costs and 

burdens carried by those in political 

life and by their families. 

But Christians also have a duty to play 

an active part in the process, they add. 

The letter also calls for space for faith 

in political debate and says politicians 

must be free to speak openly about 

their own beliefs and convictions and 

treated fairly for doing so. 

"This election is being contested 

against the backdrop of deep and 

profound questions of identity," they 

say. "Opportunities to renew and 

reimagine our shared values as a 

country and a United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

only come around every few 

generations.ó 

"Our Christian heritage, our current 

choices and our obligations to future 

generations and to God's world will 

all play a shaping role. 

"If our shared British values are to 

carry the weight of where we now 

stand and the challenges ahead of us, 

they must have at their core cohesion, 

courage and stability." 

The Archbishops highlight major 

concerns over poverty, housing and 

the dangers of "crushing" debt among 

other issues. 

They call for a generous and 

hospitable welcome to refugees and 

migrants but also warn against being 

"deaf to the legitimate concerns" 

about the scale of migration into 

some communities. 

They also single out the importance 

of standing up for those suffering 

persecution on grounds of faith 

around the world. 

The full letter is on the Community 

Noticeboards with copies to take if 

you wish. 
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Our CMS Mission Partner  

The Revd Jenny Green  

Jenny, a CMS Mission Partner, is working 

as community chaplain with two 

Anglican benefices in Bradford; 

St Matthews and All Saints.   

Jennyõs Spring newsletter describes 

Faxfleet, an area in which she works: 

òfor many it is a place of brokenness, 

poverty, debt, substance abuse, crime and 

a general air of depression, which is 

pervasive here as benefits are cut, 

poverty pinches and more and more 

vouchers for food banks are requested.  

Many of the folk who live in Faxfleet are 

from Eastern Europe and find themselves 

culturally isolated, living in houses that 

everyone else refuses to live in, racially 

abused (especially since Brexit), 

misunderstood, too poor to heat 

themselves, unable to find the food they 

are familiar with. It is not good; whatever 

you think about immigration, these are 

our brothers and sisters and they really 

did think they were coming to streets 

paved with gold and that high paying 

jobs were waiting for them. If you arrived 

with such expectations and then landed 

in the reality of life in places like Faxfleet, 

imagine the shock, the panic, the feeling 

of being trapped and helpless. And the 

truth is that the officials who are paid to 

help are so overwhelmed with the 

demands of their office and so helpless 

because their hands are tied by 

government cuts. Is it surprising that they 

are not so welcoming, not so 

compassionate as you and I would like to 

think they are ð their job is thankless 

and depressing.  

However, there is good news and candles 

are burning in the dark! We are seeing 

more and more folk come in to Thursday 

Family Church and many of the 

congregation are rolling up their sleeves 

and doing what they can to help. Sharing 

the good news of Jesus is great, but ears 

are most receptive when stomachs are 

full and the kids have clothes. There are 

lovely folk here who regularly give me 

bags of food and clothes to hand out to 

the hungriest and coldest, and one Polish 

family had a fantastic Christmas because 

of the generosity of one loving heart ð 

thank you! There will always be 

mountains we cannot climb, but so long 

as we tackle the hills we can, little 

candles of hope will still burn. You can do 

your part so please pray.ó 

Jenny describes one recent very 

successful event which brought these 

folk of so many different backgrounds 

and languages together -  a 

community day with a band and 

bouncy castle, the police and fire 

brigade, the uniformed groups, and 

ômixedõ teams taking part in a treasure 

hunt the length of Carbottom Road.   

Several folk, including a member of  

St Matthewõs Thursday Family Church, 

will be confirmed on 4 June.   At All 
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Saints Church, Jenny now runs a 

monthly African fellowship and Bible 

study, and the weekly drop-in café, 

with its opportunities for discussions 

about faith, is thriving. 

On a personal note, Jenny praises 

God that Joseph has been given a 

place in the senior school which she 

thinks best for him ð he struggles at 

school and finds it difficult to 

remember things.  The extent of his 

learning difficulties and related 

problems is now becoming clearer 

with the help of a consultant child 

psychiatrist, mental health team and 

specialist optician who has diagnosed 

Irlenõs Syndrome.  Joseph awaits the 

appropriately tinted spectacles to help 

to alleviate this condition, but he will 

continue to need considerable 

support.  He loves sport and in spite 

of all his difficulties, Jenny says he 

òremains gorgeous and I am very proud 

of him and his loving heartó. 

Of Hannah, Jenny writes òHannah is 

fine; she gathered a handful of good 

grades for her mock GCSEõs. She is not 

very happy she has to leave Monkton so 

she has pestered the bursary to ask 

them to find a bit more to keep her there 

ð we will see. I have applied to a few 

trusts and we are waiting to see if they 

have anything they can offer.ó  Hannah 

has offers of a sixth form place at 

Heckmondwike Grammar and at 

Huddersfield New College ð both 

with outstanding Ofsted reports, and 

so, if the endeavours to keep her at 

Monkton fail, she has something very 

positive to fall back on. However, 

leaving Monkton would necessitate a 

major change for Hannah, including 

the disruption of strong friendships 

and a familiar environment and 

schooling, at a critical time and could 

significantly affect her transition to ôAõ 

level studies.  For this to happen Jenny 

urgently needs additional funding to 

enable Hannah to maintain this 

fundamental security for two years ð 

until the time comes for the usual 

transition to University. 

Of herself, Jenny writes, òMy legs have 

been a bother and the left one has 

ôplayed up properõ! But I got fed up with 

sticks and appointments (but 

hydrotherapy was great!) and decided to 

declare it better and just get on with life. 

It was a good decision and it is improving 

and I am much better and getting ready 

to climb Everest ð (in my dreams!).ó 

Jenny thanks everyone for their 

continuing support and prayers and 

asks us TO PRAY: 

Thank God that Joseph has been given 

a place at the school we wanted; 

please pray now for his well-being and 

especially that he will get the right 

glasses needed.  
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Extended Membership  
Please remember in your prayers the following members of the Cathedral fellowship 

who, through illness or incapacity, cannot attend in person: 

Pat Baly Dorothy Low Hazel Naylor 

Bill Pirie Joan Simpson Dorothy Walsh 

Heather Wright 

If anyone you know would appreciate being added to this list, please speak to one of 

the clergy or churchwardens,  Alex McLelland or Maggie Peel. 

MISSION  

800 hours!  

Thatõs a good estimate of how much 

time has already been spent ôStitching 

the Cathedralõ kneelers.  Weõre about 

half way through, so we still have a 

good way to go.   

If you havenõt seen what weõve done 

so far, or youõre interested in having a 

go, or in bringing a group, please 

contact Gill Davis at the Cathedral in 

gillian.davis@bradfordcathedral.org.  

It really is a lot of fun and very 

therapeutic ð and weõd love to see you! 

Pray that funding might be obtained 

for Hannah to remain where she 

wishes to be for her ôAõ level studies. 

Pray for me, for God's vision for 

Faxfleet, for energy and for my legs .  

Pray for all those living on the Faxfleet 

Estate, and that the Lord will bless the 

community work being done on it, 

that there might be more 

opportunities for ministry to meet so 

much need.  

Pray for Lorna, Les and Iris who are all 

struggling with serious illness. 

Pray for the Thursday Family Church, 

that those attending may find faith. 

Pray that the whole area may be 

transformed by the Spirit of God. 

Jenny welcomes contacts from us via 

email on jennykisoro@hotmail.com 

or by ringing her on07423 684314.  

You can read her latest Link Letter  

on the Community Noticeboard or 

receive them by email: links@cms-

uk.org. 

You can give online to Jenny at: 

churchmissionsociety.org/jennygreen  
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Cathedral News  
If you would like a full-colour electronic 

copy of the Cathedral News, email  me, 

sandra.howard@bradfordcathedral.org 

and I will add you to our emailing list. 

MISSION  

same time as getting to know people 

in the Cathedral congregation.  A six 

week course published by the Bible 

Society entitled ôCalling People of 

Goodwill: The Bible and the Common 

Goodõ has been chosen.  This course 

is open to everyone, it is running from 

7.30pm - 9.00pm on the following 

Monday's 15/5, 22/5, 5/6, 12/6, 19/6 

and 26/6 at the Deanery, hosted by 

Christine Lepine and facilitated by 

Sarah Maybury.  The course material 

will challenge your ideas and 

perceptions of 'The Common Good', 

through personal reflection and 

discussion, drawing on biblical texts. 

Don't worry if you have been unable 

to join the group in the month of May, 

just come along whenever you can 

make it. 

Evening Study Group  

The ôMoving to the Marginsõ evening 

Lent Study group met for six 

weeks.  The course material focussed 

on key characters in the Old and New 

Testaments. It linked themes in the 

Bible to the experiences of individuals 

in the Middle East, who are supported 

by the charity Embrace.  Those who 

attended the course became more 

informed about specific struggles of 

marginalized people in the Middle 

East.  Some were moved to send a 

'one off' donation of £110 to 

Embrace, which is not part of 

Bradford Cathedral's current mission 

giving . Other's were motivated to 

come up with a proposal to plan an 

event, in the future, to raise awareness 

of issues in the Middle East, including 

inviting a speaker from Embrace. 

As a result of a review of the Lent 

course, participants expressed an 

interest in studying additional course 

material, which would give further 

opportunities to study the Bible at the 
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Building on Firm Foundations  

You may recall an article in Mayõs 

Cathedral News about one of the 

Cathedralõs new local mission 

partners, Firm Foundations. The 

charity, based in Clayton, provides 

ongoing support for people in 

recovery with issues related to 

addiction and compulsive behaviours, 

but the work they do working within 

the Christ centred ôCelebrate 

Recoveryõ model goes much further 

than that. The Celebrate Recovery 

model is now over 25 years old and 

takes the 12-step recovery model a 

step further using the Beatitudes to 

focus recovery and healing based on 

sound biblical principles, and indeed 

provides a way forward for anyone 

who is carrying hurt and emotional 

pain. I was privileged to attend the 

Celebrate Recovery Network 

conference last weekend and to listen 

to the testimony given by participants 

in recovery. 

Some of the Team from Firm 

Foundations are joining us on 25th 

June at the 10.15 service and will be 

giving a short presentation on their 

work and answering questions so 

please put the date in your diary and 

join us after coffee to learn more 

about this fantastic work. I promise 

they wonõt make you late for lunch, 

but they will capture your imagination 

if you can spare them 15-20 minutes! 

Malcolm Carr 

Refugee Week takes place every year 

across the world in the week around 

World Refugee Day on the 20 June. In 

the UK, Refugee Week is a nationwide 

programme of arts, cultural and 

educational events that celebrate the 

contribution of refugees to the UK, 

and encourages better understanding 

between communities. 

Refugee Week started in 1998 as a 

direct reaction to hostility in the 

media and society in general towards 

refugees and asylum seekers.  

An established part of the UKõs 

cultural calendar, Refugee Week is 

now one of the leading national 

initiatives working to counter this 

negative climate, defending the 

importance of sanctuary and the 

benefits it can bring to both refugees 

and host communities. 

Also please see page 13. 
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